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“UNHIDING VISIBILITY” PROJECT 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.57 pm]:  I had the pleasure last weekend to witness the end results of the 
Unhiding Visibility through the Arts program at the Vancouver Arts Centre.  This program was developed by the 
Lower Great Southern Community Living Association, the Vancouver Arts Centre, Disability and Disadvantage 
in the Arts, Australia and the Unhiding Project Reference Group to give people with disabilities the opportunity 
to play an active and meaningful role in a range of community arts.  It was organised under five categories.  
Lochie McDonald guided participants through workshops from creating poetry to performance, culminating in a 
public performance.  Frances Italiano provided a fantastic opportunity for people to work in pairs to create 
portraits and tell their stories of caring, working and living together.  Cheryl Stephens, a visual and graphic artist, 
helped participants conceive, design and produce 12 posters on the theme of unhiding, which were displayed in 
businesses around Albany and will be produced as a calendar.  Teresa Hughes established a choir to create and 
sing original music for the closing event of the unhiding project.  Simone Newton, a local dancer and 
choreographer, helped develop, rehearse and perform an original movement piece.  Andre Steyl involved 
participants in filming, script editing and projection, which culminated in a short film.  Artist Michelle Frampton 
involved participants in sand sculpting, painting and model making, using the theme of disability, and built giant 
sand sculptures.  The end result was magnificent.  Albany is a very caring community, and I congratulate Cathy 
Hough, Caroline O’Neill and all the wonderful volunteers who gave their time to make this such a wonderful 
success.  Over 400 people were involved in the project, and to see the smiles on all concerned, both during and 
after the final performances, would have been most satisfying for all concerned.  I congratulate all of them.   
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